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SCENE OIiIE

John Ad-ans l
I have corre to the conclusion that one useLess nan ls calIed.
a d.isgrace, that two are cal1eC a lw f lrrn, and. that three or
more becorne a Congress. And- by God., I have had. THIS 6ongressl
For ten years King George and. his Parlia"nent have guIled., culIed.,
and. d.id.d.led. these Colfinies with their iIlegal taxes, and. when we
d.ared. stand. up like nen they stopp:d. our trad.e, siezed. our ships
blockad.ed- our ports, burned. our towns AND spl11ed our bIood.. And
still this Conqress wonrr qrant any of my proposals on Indepen-
d.ence even so nue.h as the courtesy of open d.ebatel Good. God.,
what in the he11 are they waitinf for?

--(tigfrts up ot1 Congfess, sweltering in the heat of a prenature
sumnert s evening. The 

.na1I 
calenciar read.s 'r I{AY I u )

C ongress:
fsinging)

John:
I say rrVote Ye

Vote Yes

Johnl
Johnl
sake, John

I

sit
s1t
For
slt

d.own,
d.own,
God.rs
downl

Sit d.own, Johnl
Sit d.own, John!
For God.rs sake, John
Sit d.ownl

Voice:
Soneone ought to open up a wind.owl

Congress: :
Itrs :.i.:rlt.'/ reqrccs I
Ha.ve neroy, John pleasel
Itrs hot as he1I in
PhIladel-phla I

Two voices:
Sorr.eone ought to open up a wlnd.owl

s
I
a

I
a

Vote fcr lnd.epend.encyl

Congress A:
Soneone ought to open up a wlndow?

John:
I say nVote Yes lrl

Congress:
S1t d.or^n:, Johnl
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John:
Vote for lnd.epend.ency!

Coneress B: (Voices)
Sorneone ought to open up a wlnd.owl

Congress B: (A11)
Nol Nol No!
Too nany fl1es!
Toc nany fliesl

Conqress A:
But 1ts hot as hel1 1n
Philadel-phia I

Congress A Voices:
Are you going to open up a wlnd.ow?

Conqress A:
Canrt we
conpronise here?

John:
Vote Yes I

Congres
No,
Flie

s B:
too nany
s here.

John:
Vote yes!

Congress (rurr):
0h, for God.rs sakes, John,
Sit d.own!

Eohn: (Speaklng)
Good. God.!l Consider yourselves fortunate that you have John
Atlans to abuse, for no sane man woulil tole rate lt !

Congress:
John, yourre a bore I
Werve heand. this before!
Now for God.rs sake, John,
Sit a.ownl

--(Scene shifts tn the anteroom and 11ghts up on Franklin & painten)

SCENE TWO

John:
Franklinl Where in God.r s narqe where you when I need.ed. you?

Franklin:
Bight here, John, being preserved. for posterity. Do you llke lt?

a
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John: (Looks at paintlng)
It stinks.
--(Painter exlts )

Franklin:
As ever, the soul of tact.

John:
The nanrs no Da Vlnci.

Franklin:
And. the subject.!s nc, libna Lis&.

John:
Franklin, d.1d. you hear what I suffered. in there?

Franklin:
Heard.? 0f course I heard.--a1ong with the rest of Philad.elphla.
Lord., your voice is piercing, Johnl

John: I wish to God. my argurnents were. When w111 they nake up their
mlnd.s? lJith one hand. they can raise at1 arny and" cheer the news
fron Bunkcrrs Hl1L--whl1e wlth the other wave the olivo
branch begginq the king f or a reconcillation. Why d.al,n lt,
Fat George has d.eclared. us In rebellion--Why 1n blootLy hell
canrt they?

Franklin:
John, reallyl Ycu talk as 1f lnd.epend.ence were the rule! Itrs
never been d.one before. No colony has ever broken from the parent
sten 1n the history of the world.l

Sphn:
Dannit, Franklin, you make us sound. treascnr:us I

Franklin:
Do I? (ffrint<ing) Treason-r'Treason is the charge lnvented. by the
winra.er as an excuse f c,.r hanglng the losers. n

John:
I have nore to d.o than stand. here listening to ycu quote yourselfl

Fra.nklin:
No, that was a new onel

John:
Danmit, Franklin, we're at warl

Franklln:
John, whX d.onrt yorr qive up? Nobod.y llstens to you--yourre obnoxious
and. d.is11ked..

John:
Irn not pronoting John Adans, Itm promctlng lnitependencel

f

I
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tr'rankl1n:
Evid.ently, they cannot help connectlng bhe two.

John: (Suspictous )
What ere you suggesting?

Frenklln:
Let soneone else ln Congress propose,

John:
Neverl (Frantlln shrugs)
Who d.id. you have ln mlncl?

Franklin:
I d.onrt lsrow. I realIy hevenrt given it toc nuch thought.

--(nicnard. Henry Lee enters)
Lee 3 You sent for ne Benjarrrln?

John: (Lcokine at Lee)
Neverl I

Lee:
Ha11oo, Johnny.

John: (Nodd.ing)
Richard..

Franklin:
Blchard, Jchn anrl I need. sone ad.vice "

Lee:
If itrs nine Trgive, it's yours, yrlc:ow that.

?-

Franklin:
Thank your Bichard-. As you lcrow
has cone to a complete stand.sti
that 1s?

thc cause that we support
I, Now, why d.o you suppose

,I

Lee I
Slnple ! Johnny here , is obnoxious and. d.isliked..

Franklin:
Yes, that t s true. Whatts the solution, I wond.er?

Lee: (Itts obvious )
Get somccne else 1r:r Conqress to propose--

Franklin:
Bichard-, thatrs brilliant I lJasnrt that brilliant, John?

John: (ouily)
Br1l1iant,

)
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Frankl-in:
Yes. Now the question renains--who can it be? The nan we need.
nust belong to a d.elegation that has publicly announced. its
suppgrt to ind.epend.ence. So far, only Massachusetts, ^"ew Hampshire,
and uelaware have d.ec'lared.our way.

Lee:
And Virginia, BenJie--d.onrt forget Virginia.

Franklin:
0h, I havenrt Bichard---how could. I? But strictly spcaking, while
Virginiars views cn ind.epend-ence are well }orown, your legislature
in Willj-ansburg has never forrnally rl-eclared. its d.elegation to
suppcrt ind.epend.errc€e 0f course if we could. think of an influential
Virginian with encugh lnflucnce to go down there and persuade theo,,,

Lee:
Dann ne lf I havenrt thought cf sc""eonel

Franklin & Adans: (Togetfrer)
Who?

Lee! Mel

Franklin: ldhy d.id.nr t f thlnk of that?

L,ee:
Ir11 leave tonight--why, he1l, right now lf yrlike. Ir11 stop
off at hon:e just long enought torrrefresh the nissusil and. then
straight to the rrrottep. Virginla, the ]and. that gave us our
glorious Connenclcr 1n Chief--Gecrge Washington, will now glve
the continent lts proposal on ind.epend"efrcer And. when Vlrginia
proposes, the South is sure to folLow, and. where the Scuth goes,
the l,iid.clle Colonies are sure to go. Gentlenen, a salutel To
Virqinia, the Mcrther of Anerlcan Ind"epenclence.

John: Incred-iblel WErre free ancl he hasnrt even left yetl

--(Lights out on anteroon and up in the Chamber)

SCENE THBEE

-:(Ehe cafendar shows |tJune ?' , At cpening, only Mcllalr is on
stage preparing the roon for the d.ayrs festivities. Lynan
Hall enters, looks around- then clears his throat)

McNalr: (Looking up) Yes?

HaIl: Irn Dr. Lynan HaI1, a new d.elergate frcn G6orgia.

McNair: Irn iinCrww ltlcNair, Congressional Custcdian. If your11 be
n..ed.ing anythinS at all just holler out, rrl4cNairrr, as your11 hear
the others do, and. there wonrt be too long to wait.

Hall: I^Ihere d"oes the Georqia d.clegatlon belong?
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McNair: 0h, they ni1I about over ln that corner--near the two
Carolir:as.

HaIl: (Checking watch) Itrs after ten. I was told. the Congress met
at ten.

McNair: Theyr ll bt: wand.ering ln anytlme larow, sir--with 01d. Grape
& Guts lead.lnr the pack.

Hall: 01d. WHO?

--(Hopkins : (Orrstage ) McNairl I )
McNair: Gra1rc rnr Guts.

Hopkins: Fetch ne a nug or run.

McNair: Mr. Hopkins, your11 be pleased to neet Dr. Lyr:an HaLl--

Hopkins: I d.onrt need. a d.octor, d.annit--

McNair: --new d.elcgate fror Georqia--

Hopkins: ltrhy did.nrt you say so? Irn Stephen Hcpkins, OLD d.elegate
fron Bhode Is1and., McNair, TWO nuqs of run!

Hal}: I fear its a little early ln the day--

Hopkins: Nonsence I ltts a rned.icinal fact thet run gets a nanr s heart
started. in the m.orn1ng. ftn surprised you d.idnrt know it. And.
speaking as the cld.est nqn in the Congress--

t[cNair: BenFranklinrs oId.er by alnost a year

Hopkins: BUI'I! I (ticNalr scurries off ) Tel1 rne, Mr. HaI1, where d.oes-eorgia stand. on the question of ind.epend-ence?

Butled.ge: Yes, where D0ES Georzia stand. on ind.epend.ence at the presnet
time?

Hall: I an hero wlthc-rut
con',rictions.

instructlons, able to vote ny cwn personal

Rutled.ge: And. they are--?

HaII: Pcrsonal.

Butled.ge: Dr. Hallr rhe d.eep South speaks with one volce. It 1s
trad.iticnal--even nore, historical.

Franklin: Will you get out of ny w&yr please? (Uith a cane and. one
fcot band.aged.) GooA norning, all.

Ha1l: Good. Lord.r d.o you have the honor to be Dr. Franklln?
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Franklin: Yes, I have that honor--unfortunately, the gout accorfl-
panies the honor.

Hopklns: Bc-en 11vinq to hlgh agait:r, eh Pappy?

Franklln: Stephen, I only wish that King George felt like my
biq toe--all over.

HoRins: I{cNairll Fetch a pl11ow and. two rncre nugs of rurn!

--A11 the n,.nbers of the Consress beqln mulling in, enterinE
fror,l L. & B.--
John enters and. is looking around. for scmeone.

Franklin: Good. morning, John.

John:1.1e11, Franklln? llherers that ld.iot, Lee? Has he neturned. yet?
I d.onrt ser him.

Franklin: Softly John, your voice is hurtine my foot.
John: One nore day, Franklin--thatrs how long ItLl wait. That

struttinq popenjay we,.i so d.amned" sure cf hlnself . Hef s had.
time to bring back a d.ozen proposals by nowl

---Dickinson ad.d.resses l^lilson, i:ut does so only to attract the
attention of all.

ickinson: Te1-I me , Janes, how d.o you explain the strange, monu-
mental quietude that Conqress has been treated. to these past
thirty d.ays? Has the ilI wind. of ind.epend-ence finally blown itself
out ?

Wilson: If you ask ne,..

,1

,16

iii$son: WeI1, f reaIIy...
u/bickinson: (to itaarrs) Mr. Ad.ansr prax loo

It cannot be far and- God. knows, we nee
this congress.

ickinson: For ryself, I rust confess that a nonth free frorn New
Enel-and noise is mo-e theraputie than a month in the country.
Donrt you ecree, James?

kf
dt

or your voice sirl
he entertainment of

--Ad-ars is burning up, but says nothinp4--

Franklin: Congrad.ulations, Johnr you've mad"e the greatest contri-
bution to ir-rdepend-ence--you kept your f 1ap shut.

John: (Burning) One nore d-ay...

Hancock: (Entering with Charles Thor:rpson, the ped.antic secretary of
Congress) Gentte$ehr the usual morninq festivities eonclud.ed.,
I witf now call Congress to ord-er. (Gavel) I{r. Thompson,
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Thompson: (Rtsirrq) The second. Continental Congress neeting in the
city of Ph11ad.e1phia is now in session, seventh of June,
seventeen-seventy-six, the three-hund.red. eith meeting.

Mc\lair: Itoly Joel

Thonpson; The Honorable Jchn Hancock of Massachusetts BaXr President

Hancock: Thank Xou-r ^'r. Thompson. Mr. HcNair, the stores of rurl
and. other d.rinkine spirlts a?e hereby closed. to the colony
of Rhod.e Island- f or a period. of three d-ays.

Mcitiair: Yes, sir.
Hopkins: Johnr you canlt d.o thatd

Hancock: Sit d.own, l{r. Hopkins. Yourve abused. the priviledge.
The chair wishes tc welcome Dr. Lynan Hal1 of Gecrgia to this

Congress and. hopes he nakes t[e best of it. ]{y God., itrs hotl
l'Ihat is the weather report, r. Jefferson? Mr. Jefferson of
Virginia?

--Jefferson is read.inq a book--

Hancock: Mr. Jefferson! I

Jefferson: (To h1s feet) Yes, sir?
Hancock: llay we hear about the weather, as if it werenrt speakinr

for itseff.
Jefferson: (Chect<ing gua{es on the wind.ow) nignty-seven d.eqrees of

tr:mperature, thirty-point-ouqht-six inches of rnercury, wind-
fro.n the southwest for the rest of the d.ay, and. tonir4ht, (turns)
tonight frn leavinq for home.

Hancoc$: 0n business?

Jefferson: Farnily business.

Hopkins: Give her a gcod- one for me, young fel1er!
Jefferson: Yes, sir, I will,
Lee: (Burstine in) Benjie, Itn back--Irm back, Johhny.

McKean: Bichard., werre pleased to see Xo.

Franklin: What news, Dickie boy? I.,lhat news?

John: Lee, is it d-one?

Leei Done? Why certain-Ieel (Cheers frorn those f,cr ind.epend.ence. )
Mr. Presid.ent I have returned. from Virginia wlth the followlng
resolution. (tte prod-uces a piece of paper and. read.s )

t
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Leel rrBesolved-: That these uniteC colonies ar.e, (and. by right ought
tc be) free anrl ind-ependent states, that they are absolveri. frorn
al-l- allie-ance to thc British Crcwn, and. that all political
connections between thern ancl the state of Gret Britian is, (and.
ouqht to be) totatty d.issolved..tr

John: Mr. Presid.ent, I second the proposall

Hancock: The resolution has been proposed. and. second.ed.. The chair
will now t:ntertain d.ebate.

,6r"xrnson: (nising assuminq weariness )

moves r 0s always, that the questicn
inaefini te ly.

inliLson: I seccnfl. the notion.

Hancock: In your eagerness to be l-oved.r Xou seem tc have forgotten
that Pennsylvarlla cannct seconrl- 1ts own motion.

Read.: Delaware seccnd.s .

McKean: You would.r yo little weasell

Hancock: The motion to pcstpone has been rnoveri. and second-ed.. Ivlr.
Thomps on.

--Thonpscn qoes to the ta1ley board,.
announces it end. record.s it on the
and leaves the chaniber--

. Presld.ent, Pennsylvania
inrlependen0o be postponed.,

As each colony votes he
boadd. Hopkins gets up

ItIr
ctf

Thonpson: 0n the rnotion t
ind-ependency or procee
sey "yea" all those fc
New Harnnshire--

ostpone ind.efinitely the resolution of
ith d.ebate, all those in favor of d.ebate
ostpcnenent say rrNayrr . (Intoning)

op
d.w
rp

Bartlett: New Hannpshire favors d-ebate and. says, rrYear'.

Thor,rpson: New Hampshire says rYean. Massachusetts--

John: Massachusetts, having bcrrn the brunt of the Kin4rs tyranny--

Those against: Sharne I Sharne I !

Those for: S1t d.own, Johnl

John: Yes, I sald. tyrannyl llassachusetts now and. for all time says
ilYeail,

Thornpson: Massachusetts says rrYeArr . Bhod.e Island.--PIr. Hopkins?.
Wherers Rhnde Island?

McNair: Rhod.e Island" is out visiting the rrnecy'ess&r;r.'t
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Hancock: After what Rhod-e Island.rs consuned., I canrt say Irn
surpriscd-. I,rler11 cone back to hirn, Mr. Thonpson,

t'lrt,i',pson! Bhode fsl-anr1 passes.

--The others lauqhl,, Thonrpson not realizing what the joke was.
Connect icut-

Shcrrnan: (He ho1d.s, as he will throughout the play a shallow
bcwl of coffee) i,'tfrite Connecticut has, til1 now be:en aga
thi" proposalr flX legislature has instructed. me that , in

event it is introduced- by any cclony OI),ISIDE of New Eng1and.,
neeticut coulcL not any lonqer withhold itrs support. Cqn-nect

says, llYeall . I

inst
het

C

ic
on-
ut

---Franklin & Ad.arr.is exchange looks--

Thompsorn: Corunecticut says Yea. New York--

Morris: Mr. Secretd?y, New York abstains--courteously.

Thonson: \'tew Ycrk abstains--

Morris : --coureously, ...
Thornson: iileur Jersey

Hancock: Absent, Mr. Secretary.

Thonson: Nelv Jersey is ahsent, Pennsylvania--

v6tc*lnson: Pennsylvania, for the twenty-fourth tine, says rltiayr.

Thcnson: Pennsylvania says uNayu. Delaware--

Bod.ney: Delaware, as ever for ind.epend.ence, says rryeArt.

Thonson: Delaware says ilYea.il Mary-1and.--

Chase: Mary-Ia"nd. would welccne inCepend.ence if it were given, but
is highty skeptical that 1t can be taken. Mary-land- says Nay.

Thornson: l4a./ry-lanrL says uNay" . Vlrginia--
Lee: Virginia, the first colony says, rrYeafr.

Thonson: Virginia says yea. North Carolina--

Hewes: North Carolina respectfully y1e1d.s to South Carolina.

Thornson: South 6arolina--
Rutled.ge: IIr. Presid-ent, altho we in South Carollna have never

considered- seriously the question of independ.ence, when a
sentLenan proposes it attenticn must be paid.. Howeverr wo ln the
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South, the DEEP South, unlike our friend.s irr New Eneland. have no
cause for inpaticnce at this tine. ff hc,wever, aL a later d.ate
it becones thc d.esire .:f cur sister cclonies tc effect a separation,
we will not stand. in its way. But fcr the tlrne bein,q, Sc,uth
Carolina says , rrNayrr .

Thornson: South Carolina says rrNayrr.

Hewes : North Carollna--

Thonson: --says I'Nayrr. Yes, l'1r. Hewes, I icrow. Georgia-- Georgia--

Hal]: (He looks arcunrl uncertainly) Mr. Secretary, Georgia seerns to
be split right d.ewn the nid.d.]e. The people are aigalnst It, and.
lrr,r for it. (Und-erstand.able laughter) But in all- fairness until
I can figure it out, Ird. better lean a litt1e toward.s their sid.e
Georqia s?.ys nay.

Thc:.rson: Georgia says rrN6yrr. Bhode Is1and.. BHODE ISI,AND! I Second.
ca1l.

Hopkins : (Orf staqe ) Irn coi:ringt . Irrn" cominr . (Entering) Hold- yer
d-arnn hcrses.

Thcrrs on: We I re wait ing on Xou, lir. Hopkins .

Hopkins: It won't kil1 you. Yourd. think that Ccngress wc'uld.
have its own pisserl Allri ht. Irlhere d.oes she stand.?

Thnrqscn: Five for d.ebate, five for postponenent, one obstention,
and. one absence.

Hopklns: So its up tc ne, is it? 1de11, Ir11 te11 ya--in all ny years
I have never heard., seen, nor sneIled. an issue that was so d.a.nger-
cus it could-nrt be talked. about. He1I yesr Irn for debating any-
thing--Rhcd.e Isl-and. says Yea.

--Cheers fron th.^se for inclepend.ence

Hancock: McitTairr flet Hopkins a rurn.

I,tcltlair: But you said....

Hancock: Gct hir"r the whole d.ar_.n barrel if he wants. (pause) tne
chaLr now deelares this Con.ryess a connittee-cf-the-whoIe for the
purpose of .l-ebat inE Virliniar s res olut icn of ind-e trrend.ence . l'ir.
Dickirrscn.

6i.Xrrrson: Well now. Youtve got your way at last, Mr. Ad.ars--the
matter rr.ay now be d.iscussed.. I confess, Irrr alncst relieved. Therers
a question Irve been fairly itching to ask youl Why?

Jchn: Why, what, Ivir. Dickinson?

4:.culnson: Why inri.ependence, Hr, Ad.ams?
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Ad.ar:os: For the obvious reescn that our continued" asscciation with"reat Britain ha.s becoriie intclerable.
1,ckinson: Tc whon, i',r. Adans? To you? Then I su gest you sever your

ties innediatelyr But please be kind. enough to leavethe rest
of us here where we &rer }erscnally I have no objectlcns tc being
part of the qreatest enpire on earth, to enjoyinq its protection and
sharinq 1ts benef i-ts--

John: Benefits? What benefits? Cruel repressions? CrlpplinE taxes?
Abclished" rights?

ickinson: Is that alL Enr:Iand. rreans tc your sir? Is that ALL the
affection and pride you can nuster for the nation that bc're ycu?
Fcr the noblest, nost civilized nation on the face cf thls planet?
Scrne nen are patricts, like }ir. i'iashington--sone are rnarehist, like
"r. Paine, sone are internationalists iike t'ir. Franklin here. But
ycu sir, are nearly an a-qi-ta-tor, disturbing the peace, creating
d.iserd-er, end.anqerinr,' thc public welfare and. for what? Your petty
little personal Erievances? Yeur taxes are tco high. Well, sirr so
are mine. But surely *m our present systen nust prcvld.e a qentler
renns of reri.ressinr grievances short c,f (bangs fists on t"ble)
revolutir,nl I I Thatrs what he wants--nothing less will s&tisfy hir.
Violence, Bebellicn, Trea.son. Now sir, are these the acts of an
Englishnen?

VD

Ad-ans: Not Englishrnen, Anericans I

4lcilnson: Nr, sir, Englishnent

Ad.ar,rs: You and. your Pennsylvania prcprietors--
rren. You go to the rear cf every issue so t
ycu'11 renain afloat.

dicrinsin: Are you callinq me a coward.?

Adams: Yes I I COWTBD! !

t/Dickins on : Mad.r.r.anl I

ycu ccol conservative
hat if we shr,.u1d- go und.er,

Arl.-lns : Landl-ord.l !

VD:'ekinscn: Lawyerl t

---The battle is Jolned" by the others. The two begin d.ueling with
their raralkinr stieks. Cenrress is in an uproer--

Hopkine: ldhack hlm, John.

Franklin: Ho, Sperticrls.

Coneress: Let go, stcp it, what kind. of rte,wte?.,et.c,

---Rodney now steps between Lhen and. pushes thenr aperb"
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Rod.ney: Stop lt. Stop itll This ls the Congress. Stop lt, I say. The
enerny is out there.

4:.c1r-:-nson: No, Mr, B"d.ney, the eneny is rlqht herel

Rod.ney: Nor [o f say, hers cut there--En.qland.--Eng1and., elosing in,
cutting off the air--therers no tine-- no a1r--(He is stricken)
Thcnas -- I

IvicKean: Caesar--Caesar I I

--iiq looks arounit as the Congress falIs silent--
Dr. HaII?

Hal1: (Kneeling besld.e Bodney) Colonel McKean--

McKean: Aye, it is the cancer.

Hall: He shtruld qo hcrme .

Bodney: (Disnusteri. with hinself) Yes, a nan should d.ie 1n his own bed..
John, Jchn Ad-ams--

John: Yes, Irn here, Caesar.

Rodney: I leave you a d.ivid.ed. Delaware. Forgive rrle.

McKean: f r11 take you honie, Caesar. (He lifts Bod.ney and. turns te
{ohn) Ir11 be back within the week.

Butled-ge: l4r. PreslCent, South Carc',lina calLs the questicn.

Hancock: Whatr s that , Iv1r. Butled.ge? (He t s d.istracted.)

Butled-ge: (ifalking to the teily beard.) (ltloves Delaware frorn the
yea colunn, to the ltlay eclunn.) I said., Mr. Presid.ent, South
Carolina d.eslres to end- d.ebate a.nd- call f^r the question
cf ind-epend.ence.

Beed-: (Glowinq) I second

---Aqain, Bed.larr a"fter evenycne flnd.s out whats hrppened..

Connress: No, you canrt ,i.e thatl Ca1l the quesf ionl Etc.

Hancock: (Porrnri.lns the eavel) Gent).emen, please. The question has
b been ca11ed. and second.ed. I'1r. Thonson, call the ro11.

John: (To Franklin) O" sonething, thinkl
Franklln: Itm thinklng, I'n thlnkine--brfrt nothlne ls ecrrning. )

Thorrson: Al-L those Ln favor of the resolutlon of ind.epend.ence aE
proposed. by the colony ct YLrglnla s:lgnify by saylng;-

Franklin: Wou1d. you reacL the resolutLon again? f rve forgotton it.
l

/
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Thonscn: 'rResolved. that these Uniteri. Colonies are, (ana ought to be)
free and. ind.epenclent-rr

--Rev. tlitherspoon enters lc.okiryI areund. fora farriliar face.

Witherspccn: I beg your pardon, but Irn the Beverend. John t^lither-
spoon, new Dele,late fron New Jersey-? Our old- d.elegation has
been recalled- and- 6ur lsqtslature has sent a new oner

ACar,ls: Quickly, rTlan, where d-o you stand. on ind.epend.ende?

$litherspoon: 0h, havenrt I rnad-e that clear? I sun ose I havenrt. But
the reascn fcr the change--we've been instructed. to vote FOB inrle-
pend.ence.

John: Mr. Presld.ent, I nove fer a postponenent.

toiekinson: Hal I wish you the sarne luck I had. wlth it.
Fra.nklin: Ad.arns is ri tht. L^ie need. a postponern6nt.

lrtLcix:.,nson: 0n what grounri-s?

Franklin: (Tc Adans ) On what iqrounrls?

John: l{r. I'resid.ent, hcw can this conqress vote on ind.epend.ence
without--uh--a written d.eclaration cf sone scrt d.eflnine it?

Hancock: What sort of d.ccument?

John: i^1e11, ycu konw--uh--listing all the reasons for the sep-
aration and---uh-- our gcals and. airls ancl so cn and sc,fcrth,
clitto, d.itto, d.i.,to, et cetera, €t cetera, 8t cetera.

Ha"ncock: l,rle lflle,w thcse d.ontt we?

John: lielIr SCoB Gofr yes, WE lcrour then, but what will the rest
of the world. think? Certainly we require the aid cf a pcwerful
nation like France or Spain, and. such a docunent wouLd. be consis-
tent with EuroPean rr-elicaey.

Chase: C-rne, corne, Mr. rrd.ansr your11 have to d-o better than that.
Ansurer stralqht, whe-t would. be its purpose?

--A p3.use; f or cnce Jehn is spnechless.

Jc.hn: Yes, we 11--

Jefferson: (Bising and- spc.akin4 r1,-Liberately) tc place before rnan-
kind the ccnrnon sehce rlf the subjeet, irr terns sc p1a1n as to
ccr,r.nand. thelr assent. (WinkinE at John, he sits. Dickinson
laughs )

.,6:,cklnson: l.{r. Jeffersen, are you seriously suqqesting that vre pub-
lish a paper rleclaring that our iI1ega1 rebellion ls a lega1 one?
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Franklin: Why, IIr. Dicki.nson, Irn surprise d. at ycu. You should-
the first person--such asKnow that rebellion is always 1ega1 in

our rebeLlion. It is only i}Iegal in t
rebellion, that isi11egal.

he third person--!.@.!g

--LauehterMr. Presid.ent, I sBconrl the noticn to postpone the vote on
lndepenrLence for a period- of tlne sufficient for the wrltinq
of e d.eclaration.

Hancock: It has been ncved. and. second.ed.. llr. Secretay--
Thornson: All those ln favor of the motion to postpone signify by

saying, rrYeatr .

--lrd-ans , Bartlett, Hopkins , Shernan, Witherspcon, and. Lee say
ilYaa ll+vs a

Six colonies say rrYea.rr Against?

/--olcu:-nscn, Chase, "ead., Butled-ge, Hewes, and. Ha]1 say Nay.
Slx colonies say rrNayn.

Morris: Mr. Secreta;r.yt New Ycrk abstains--courteously,

Hancock: Mr. i{orris, what in the he1l goes on ln New York?

Morris: Jrr', sorry, Itir. Hancock, but the sinple fact is that our
legislature has never sent us explicit instructiens cn anything.

Haneock: Never?? Thatrs iripossible I

I{c;rris: Have you ever heard what gces on at a neetinq cf the New
York legis1ature? They speak very fast and- very loud. and. ncbod-y
pays eny attention to anybod.y e1se, wlth the result that nothing
ever eets r-lone. I beg th': Conqressr pard.en.

Hancock: Iiy syr,rnathies, Mr. Merris. The vote aqain beine tied., the
chair d-eciri-eds in favor of a postponerrent. So ruled.. A comrqitt ee
will be forned. to nanaqe the d.eclaration, said d.ocurnent to be
written, d.ebated., rnd appro e.l by the bezinning of Ju1y, three
weeks hence, at which tir"'e Virqiniars resolution on. inri.epend.ence
will bc vcted. on. Is that clear? (General concensus) Very we1l.
Will the followins men please serve on the d.eclaration cornroittee?
Dr. tsranklin, l1r. John Ad.arrs, l'{r. Sherran, Mr. Livingston, and of
course , l'ir. Lee .

Lce i Excuse ne but I nust be returning to the scvereign ccuntry of
Virginia as I have been asked. tc serve as qcvenor. Therefore I
nust d.ec line --respectfully.

Haneoc$: Very we1l, Mr. Lee, ycurre excused.. I suppose we couLd. ]eave
1t a four-nan ccim.rnittee.

John: Just a nornent. This business need.s a Virginian. Therefore I
propose a replacenent--l{r. Thonas Jefferscn.
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Jefferson: Nol Ivlr Ad-ams, N0!

Hancock: Very we1l, Ivlr. Ad.ans, r'tr. Jefferscn w111 serve.

Jef ferson: Irrn gcing horrre toc--to rny wife I

John: I{ove to ad.jcurn.

Jefferson: No wait--
Franklin: Second.l

Jefferson: Itrs been six rnonths since Irve seen her,

Hancock: Itts been moved ancL second.ed.--any cbjections?

Jefferson: Yes I I have bbjections I

Hanccck: Sc ru1ed., Cc;nrlress stand.s ad.jcurned..

Jefferson: (f:ltlng on d.eaf ears) I need. to see my wlfe, I te1I you!

--A11 the Coni]ress moves out, the Comrnittee moves d-ownstage .

Adarrrs: (Sings) Aff right, Gentlenen. Letrs get on with it. Whlch of
us w111 write our d.eclaration cf ind"epend.ence?

Franklin: (

Jchn:
WeI1, if Irn the one to Cc it,
Theyrll run their quill pens through it.
Irn obnoxious and. d.isliked. rrou }filow that sirl
Yes , I lcr:ow.
Then I say you should. wrlte it, Franklin, youl
HeLl noI
Yes, Xour Dr, Franklin, you!
But-
Yeu-
But-
You-
But--
ltr. Ad-arns .
But j'lr. acl.rrns I
The things I write
irre only light extemporanea,
I wonrt put pol1t1cs cn paper
Itrs a nania.
So I refuse to use the pen--in Fennsylvania.
Pennsylvania !
Perursylvania I
Befuse
To use. . .th€ pen!
thlnks

)ti
T
I

nqs)1 t, ad-aros, I say you should- write it.
o your 1ega1 mind and. brill-iance we clefer.
s that sol

Franklin:
Ad.ans:
Franklin:
Adarns:
Franklin:
Ad.ans:
Franklin:
Adans:
Franklin:

Glee Club:

--John paces &
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John: .. Mr. Shernonr- I-.say ycu'shoulc] write it.
You are never contrcversial, as it were.

Sherr.,lan: That is true.
Adarqs: Whereas if Irr,. the one to d.c it

Theyrll run thelr qui1l pens through it.
f rm obnoxlcus and d.isliked., you latow that, sir!

Sherrran: Yes, I do.
Ad.arns: Then f say you shoulrL write it, Boger, youl
Shernan: Gcod. heavens, ncl
John: Yes, Iour Boger Sherrnan, youl
Sherman: But-
John: You-
Shernan: But-
John: You--
Shernan: But---

Itlr. Ad.ans I
But Mr. Adans!
I cannot write with any style
0r proper etiquette.
I d.cnrt krtow a partlciple from a pred.icate.
Irn just a sinple cobbler
Fron Conneticut!

Glee Club: Cor:necticutl
Connecticut I
A s1np1e ccbbLer, hel

--Jchn resurnes lracinE.

John: Mr. Livinsst<,n, m.aybe you should. write lt,
Yeu have neny friend-s anri- yourre a d.iplornat.

Franklin: 0h, that word.l
John: TJherdas, if Itn'thd cne to d.o it,

'Iheyrll run the 1r qui1l pens through it.
Glee Club: Hers obnoxious an4. d.isliked., d.id- you know that?
Livingston: I had.nrt heard,l
John: Then I say you should. r,,irite it, Robert, youl
Livingston: Not rne Johnnvl
John: - Ycs I You Rc.bert Livinl,*ton--your
Llvingston: But-
John: You-
Livinqston: But-
John: You
Livingston: But--

Mr. AdamsI
Dear }lr. Ad.ans I
Irve been presenterl with a new son
By the noble stork,
So f an gcint hone tc celebrate
."nd pop a ccrk
With all the Livingstrns toqether,
Back in eld. New Ycrk.

Glee Clulr: New Yorkl
I\Terr.7 YqPL1
Going to pop..a corkl

--411 eyes qo to Jefferson,
Jefferson: Mr. Adansl

Leave ne alone! I
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John: Speakinq f lrn1y) t'tr. Jefferscn--
Jefferson: I beg Xour I1r. Ad-ars. Irve not seen ny

nife these six rnonths.
Ad.ans: (Quotlng) And we sclonly d.eclare that we will

preserve our llberties, be1ry with one
nind. resclvecl tc d.ie free nen--rather than tr

I1ve slaves I I'

Thcrqas Jefferson wrote that. You wrlte 10 tines
better than any nan inCr:ngress, includ-ing me.
Now, what will it be--Wi11 ycu be a pertriot? 0r
a lover?

dlefferson: A lover I
Ad.ans : No I
Je fferson: Who w111 nake il€r l{r. A.?
John: f will Mr. J. !
Jefferson: Ycu??
Ad-ans: Yes I
Jefferson: Hc.w will you d.c lt?
Ad.ans : By--phys ical f orce if necessary.It ' s your d.uty,

d.ann it I I
Jefferson: Mr. Ad.ans I

Daran you l{r, Ad.ans I
Yourre obnoxicus and. d.lsIiked.,
That cannot be rlenied.l
Oncc asain you have cone between ne and. ny
Lcve }y brld.e I

Glee Club: Lovely brlde
--Ad.ans staies then quiet )

0h, I{r. Ad.ans you are d-riving ne to hornicid.e!
Glee Club: Homicid"e I

Honicid-e I
Ad.arns: QUIETI (Thrusts pen into Jeffersons hand.)

Do -with-it-as-you-l1ke- I
Glee Club: We nay see nur--d.er, yetll

--John goes fcllowed- by the others.
Jefferson alcne, stud.ies the pen fcr a r:onent, the
-^^ - I
,4\')sD '

CIIBTA]N---ACT ONE

I


