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Fourth of JuJ-y

fiio lmndred years ago the Declaration of fndependence wa.s

signed uhich si-gnaled the birth of the United States of America,

Twenty-five years ago, Camp Waupaca opened its doors onto

the out-of-doors and welconred its fi-rst cannpers.

Thus, the Fowth of July celebration fias very elaborate this

year in memozy of these tuo great events.

It al-L started early in the morni-ng as George (lamm) Revere

rode across camp on horseback auakening the cainllers and setting

the mood for the day.

The dayls activities fiere devoted

toward early pioneering efforts. Each boy

part:-cipated. in fifteen-minute sessions in

eaeh of the following: uood chopi:j-ng, tenting,

firebuilding and oooking (chocolate

pucld:ing), cancil.e making, eanoei-ng *
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(incluiling a h:istorical torrr of Lake Stratton), orienteerlng and

map reading, rifLery, archery, faag designing, ffid to'bem pole making'

W the tiIIE the afternoon flas overr everyone had enjoyed

learning about o1d skilLs needed for survival in a neu land.

That night, each ca,bi.n uas given a claim of land on the golf

course. Each cabi.n repnesented a different concern of our

econor,rlo soci.ety: nnnufactr:ring, fishing, farming, medicine, etc.

0n the claim of land that was givenr' there fias an a>r, and

under the grornd, there was a bag containing a block of wood.

After the bag of wood was dug up, aIL the campers net for a

ceremor$r uhere the interdependence of each upon the other was

demorstratecL as one representative from each cabin took the block

of uood whlch had been dug up on their claim and fltted i.t together

with the other bloeks of wood. When all the pieces were assernbled,

a map of the United States harl been created.

After an out-of-doors ref,, the campers enjoyed firecrackers

and a late night snack of van:i1Ia ice cream which had been

patrioti-cal.Iy decorated with red and blue decorations.
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I'Therets gold in them thar tr-l].lsrrr was the cry, and

Gold P,ush Day t?6 officially began at Camp lJaupaca.

It all started when trgold" miraeulorsly appeared,

sprouting forth from the camp grounds. It was quickly scoopeC

up by the campers r,lho brought it to the Assayerls Office

where it was weighed. The market value fluctuated greatly

as Carnp Waupacats oun money was given to the campers. This

ca.sl: was spent upon various concessions, booths, artd casinoes

designed by the individual cabins.

The campers i-n cabin 11 had a very unusual activity:

nrlnature golf. They worked very hard to make a smooth surface

and dirt greens. Even Rose l{ary had dlfficulty on the last

hole I

Hor,tever, it was cabin 12 who will have their nanes

on the plaque to be placed in the dining room, as they won

the event with ttronsarrds of do.l lars more than the nearest

competitor.
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MIN)
With the wind in their faces and a cloud of blue

smoke behind. them, nrany haply carnpers zipped along the

sandy rut of the Camp Waupaca Minr-Bike Tyail, ft was

a g;reaL challenge to try to figure out the mini-bike

riddle and beat everyone else to the location and get

that slip irith the letter rrMrr on it, which meant a

preei-ous extra minr-bike ride.

Another bike was added this year to fiIL the

fun-fiIIed hor:rs on the mini-bike traiI.

Campers drove more cauti-ors1y this year and there

uere fewer spilIs,

Mary thanks go to the wonderful helpers who assisted

carnllers on the trail.
Next year another bike will be added to the four

that are al-rearly here.

E:rr KasS-an,

Mini-Bike Superwisor
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