


Fourth of July

Two hundred years ago the Declaration of Independence was
signed which signaled the birth of the United States of America.

Twenty-five years ago, Camp Waupaca opened its doors onto
the out—of-doors and welcomed its first campers.

Thus, the Fourth of July celebration was very elaborate this
year in memory of these two great events.

It all started early in the morning as George (Lamm) Revere
rode across camp on horseback awakening the campers and setting
the mood for the day.

The day's activities were devoted o=

toward ecarly pioneering efforts. BEach boy
participated in fifteen-minute sessions in
each of the following: wood chopping, tenting,
firebuilding and cooking (chocolate

pudding), candle making, canoeing



(including a historical tour of Lake Stratton), orienteering and
map reading, riflery, archery, flag designing, and totem pole making.

Dy the time the afternoon was over, everyone had enjoyed
learning about old skills needed for survival in a new land.

That night, each cabin was given a claim of land on the golf
course, Fach cabin represented a different concern of our
economic society: manufacturing, fishing, farming, medicine, etc.

On the claim of land that was given, there was an ax, and
under the ground, there was a bag containing a block of wood.

After the bag of wood was dug up, all the campers met for a
ceremony where the interdependence of each upon the other was
demonstrated as one representative from each cabin took the block
of wood which had been dug up on their claim and fitted it together
with the other blocks of wood. When all the pieces were assembled,
a map of the United States had been created.

After an out-of-doors meal, the campers enjoyed firecrackers
and a late night snack of vanilla ice cream which had been

patriotically decorated with red and blue decorations.



"There's gold in them thar hills," was the cry, and
Gold Rush Day '76 officially began at Camp Waupaca.

It all started when "gold" miraculously appeared,
sprouting forth from the camp grounds. It was quickly scooped
up by the campers who brought it to the Assayer's Office
where it was weighed. The market value fluctuated greatly
as Camp Waupaca's own money was given to the campers. This
cash was spent upon various concessions, booths, and casinoes
designed by the individual cabins.

The campers in cabin 11 had a very unusual activity:
minature golf. They worked very hard to make a smooth surface
and dirt greens. BEven Rose lMary had difficulty on the last
hole!l

However, it was cabin 12 who will have their names
on the plaque to be placed in the dining room, as they won
the event with thonsauds of dollars more than the nearest

competitor.
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With the wind in their faces and a cloud of blue B
smoke behind them, many happy campers zipped along the

sandy rut of the Camp Waupaca Mini-Bike Trail. It was '
a great challenge to try to figure out the mini-bike

riddle and beat everyone else to the location and get

that slip with the letter "M" on it, which meant a

precious extra mini-bike ride.

Another bike was added this year to fill the E
fun-filled hours on the mini-bike trail.
Campers drove more cautiously this year and there
were fewer spills, S
Many thanks go to the wonderful helpers who assisted
campers on the trail,
Next year another bike will be added to the four

that are already here.

Erv Kasian,

Mini-Bike Supervisor
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